RUNCORN  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


For  the  year  ending  31st  December,  1966 


Lockie  Press  Ltd.,  Golborne,  Nr.  Warrington.  Tel.:  Ashton-in-Makerfield  78787 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2018  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b30048096 


URBAN  DISTRICT  AUTHORITY  OF  RUNCORN 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

1966 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
INCLUDING  THE  REPORT  OF  THE 
CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 


Officials  of  the  Public  Health  Department: 


(1)  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Runcorn  Urban  and  Rural  Districts. 

(2)  Divisional  Medical  Officer  of  Health  and  School  Medical  Officer 

( Runcorn  Division ) 

Dr.  JOHN  L.  PATTERSON,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Public  Health  Inspectors : 

Chief:  Mr.  ALBERT  DUCKWORTH,  M.A.P.H.I.,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Meat  and 

Foods,  Smoke  Inspector’s  Cert.  R.S.H. 

Additional:  Mr.  W.  P.  MOSS,  M.A.P.H.I.  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Meat  and  Foods. 

Additional:  Mr.  G.  W.  BATE,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Student  Public  Health  Inspector: 

Mr.  D.  WALSH 


Clerical  Duties: 

Mrs.  J.  EGERTON 

Miss  E.  MILLER  (Appointed  September  1966) 


1 


Members  of  the  Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn 


Chairman  of  the  Council: 
COUNCILLOR  G.  H.  DUTTON,  J.P. 


Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council: 
COUNCILLOR  G.  R.  GRAY 


COUNCILLOR  J.  BROXTON 
„  T.  CLARE 

„  C.  DAVIES 

„  G.  DOBSON 

„  Dr.  D.  P.  DUFFIELD 

„  C.  J.  HELSBY 

„  C.  N.  HUGHES 

„  A.  T.  JAMESON 

„  A.  MORRIS 

„  P.  J.  POLLARD 

„  G.  S.  POVEY 

„  Miss  M.  J.  PREECE,  M.B.E.,  B.A.,  C.C. 

„  Dr.  V.  J.  ROBINSON 

„  F.  R.  SHERLIKER,  A.R.I.C.,  M.R.S.H. 

(Chairman  Public  Health  Committee) 

„  Mrs.  M.  B.  SHERLOCK 

„  F.  E.  WATSON 

„  W.  M.  WILKS,  J.P. 

„  S.  WILLIAMS 

„  R.  C.  WOODS 


Officers  : 


Solicitor  Clerk  of  the  Council:  Mr.  T.  J.  LEWIS 
Engineer  and  Surveyor:  Mr.  H.  A.  HUMPHERY,  C-.Eng.,  M.I.Mun.E. 

Treasurer:  Mr.  C.  NORMAN  GREEN 

2 


CONTENTS 


Page 

List  of  Staff  .  .  1 

List  of  Councillors  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  2 

Introduction  .  5 

SECTION  A 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area  ....  ....  ....  6 

Infant  Deaths  ....  ....  ....  .  .  6 

Vital  Statistics  (Live  Births,  Still  Births,  Deaths,  etc.)  ....  6 

SECTION  B 

1  Water  .  9 

2  Drainage  and  Sewage  ....  ....  .  .  9 

3  Public  Cleansing  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  10 

4  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area  ....  .  ....  10 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Record  of  Nuisances,  1966  ....  10 

Record  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair,  1966  .  10 

Summary  of  visits  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  11 

5  Atmospheric  Pollution  and  Smoke  Abatement  .  12 

Clean  Air  Act,  1956 — Smoke  Control  Areas .  ....  13 

6  Swimming  Baths  .  13 

7  Eradication  of  Vermin  ....  .  .  13 

8  Rodent  Control  .  14 

SECTION  C 

HOUSING: 

1  Housing — Statistics  .  15 

2  Slum  Clearance  ....  ....  ....  ....  .  15 

3  Improvement  of  Houses  .  16 


3 


SECTION  D 


Page 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD: 

1  (a)  Milk  Supply  . 

(b)  Milk  Sampling  . 

2  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

3  Ice  Cream  Sampling  . 


17 

17 

17 

18 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955: 

1  (a)  Food  Premises  in  the  Area  .  18 

(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 

(c)  Unsound  Food  .  19 

2  Adulteration  etc.,  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955  ....  ....  19 


SECTION  E 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  .  23 


SECTION  F 

Statistics  relating  to  Deaths,  Infectious  Diseases,  etc. : 

1  Classified  Table  of  Cancer  Deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  25 

2  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1966  ....  ....  25 

3  Tuberculosis  . . .  26 

4  Causes  of  Death  during  the  year  1966  .  27 


ANNEX  to  Annual  Report — Administration  of  Factories  Act 


APPENDIX  ‘A’ — Annual  Report,  1966 — Divisional  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  (Runcorn  Division)  ....  ....  ....  33 


4 


INTRODUCTION 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Urban  District  Council  of  Runcorn. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  the  1966  Annual  Report  of  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

The  Infant  Mortality  Rate  is  10.6  per  cent.  This  is  a  very  good 
figure  and  whilst  too  much  cannot  be  read  into  one  set  of  figures,  the 
fact  is  that  over  the  past  ten  years  the  Infant  Mortality  has  fallen  from 
45.30  to  the  present  figure.  Any  further  reduction  will  depend  on 
research  break-throughs  into  the  causes  of  congenital  abnormalities, 
improvement  in  the  environment,  and  health  education  for  Child  Care. 

The  present  high  rates  of  immunisation  against  Diphtheria, 
Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus,  and  Poliomyelitis  should,  if  maintained, 
control  these  diseases  satisfactorily. 

Brucellosis  and  Infectious  Hepatitis  are  infectious  diseases  which 
are  not  notifiable.  Although  they  occur  sporadically,  notification  would 
help  to  study  their  prevalence,  mode  of  spread  and  possible  prevention. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  chronic  bronchitis  and  lung  cancer 
continue  to  be  high,  and  are  due  in  part  to  the  slow  progress  towards 
controlling  atmospheric  pollution.  Air  pollution  and  noise  are  two  of  the 
main  areas  of  unhealthy  environmental  conditions  in  which  progress 
towards  control  is  far  too  slow. 

My  sincere  thanks  are  due  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector, 
the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department  and  the  other  Council 

JL 

officials  for  their  help  during  the  year. 

Yours  obediently, 

JOHN  L.  PATTERSON, 
Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

RUNCORN.  Telephone  Runcorn  2261. 
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SECTION  A — Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area 


GENERAL  INFORMATION 


Area  of  Runcorn  Urban  District  in  Acres  .... 

.... 

3,127 

Population  at  Census,  1961  .... 

.... 

26,035 

Registrar-General’s  Estimate  of  Population  at  30th  June, 
1966  . 

27,720 

Density  of  Population  (i.e.  No.  of  persons  per  acre) 

8.86 

No.  of  inhabited  houses  (end  1966  according 
book)  . 

to  the  rate 

9,167 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1966 

.... 

£1, 357, 803 

Rateable  value  at  31st  December,  1965 

.... 

£1,283,613 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  (approx.)  31st 
1966  . 

December, 

£5,580 

Vital  Statistics 

Total  Male  Female 

LIVE  BIRTHS  . 

....  563 

294  269 

Rate  per  1,000  population 

....  20.31 

ILLEGITIMATE  LIVE  BIRTHS  per  cent,  of 

total  live  births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  6.216 

STILL  BIRTHS  . 

10 

4  ,6 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births 

....  17.76 

TOTAL  LIVE  AND  STILL  BIRTHS  .... 

....  573 

298  275 

INFANT  DEATHS  (deaths  under  1  year) 

6 

5  1 

DEATHS  . 

....  300 

161  139 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

....  10.82 

6 


Infant  Mortality  Rate 


Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births  ....  10.65 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  7.57 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  57.1 


Neo-Natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per 

1,000  total  live  births)  ....  ....  ....  ....  3.53 

Early  Neo-natai  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1 

week  per  1,000  total  live  births)....  ....  ....  1.77 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths 
under  1  week  combined  per  1,000  total  live  and 
still  births)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19.19 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion).  Number 

of  deaths  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  ....  ....  Nil 
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INFANT  DEATHS  (Under  1  year)  1966 


Certified 
Causes  of  Death 

Age  at  Death 

Under 

24 

hours 

Days 

Months 

Total 

1- 

7 

8- 

14 

15- 

21 

22- 

28 

1- 

3 

4- 

6 

7- 

9 

10- 

12 

Prematurity 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

* — 

— 

2 

Acute  Bronchitis 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

Acute 

Streptococci 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Staphylococcal 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Broncho¬ 

pneumonia 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 
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INFANT  MORTALITY 

The  table  of  infant  deaths  shows  that  6  children  died  before 
reaching  the  age  of  1  year,  producing  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  10.67 
compared  with  18.25  in  the  previous  year. 


COMPARISON  RATES 


Year 

. 

Popu¬ 

lation 

Per  1 ,000  Population 

Per  1,000 
Live  Births 

Per  1,000 
Total  Live  and 
Still  Births 

Death 

Rate 

Live 

Birth 

Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

Rate 

Still 

Birth 

Rate 

1956 

25,460 

11.10 

18.20 

36.60 

25.30 

1957 

25,660 

9.19 

17.80 

21.78 

23.40 

1958 

25,800 

9.50 

17.50 

17.60 

19.50 

1959 

26,020 

9.65 

16.80 

36.61 

33.20 

1960 

26,350 

8.95 

17.57 

21.59 

21.14 

1961 

26,035 

10.76 

18.76 

16.32 

18.03 

1962 

26,640 

10.69 

22.11 

25.47 

21.59 

1963 

26,930 

10.28 

19.68 

22.64 

25.73 

1964 

27,170 

10.23 

19.65 

18.73 

14.76 

1965 

27,480 

9.90 

19.94 

18.25 

19.68 

1966 

27,720 

10.80 

20.31 

10.67 

17.76 
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SECTION  B 

Sanitary  Circumstances 

1.  Water,  (i)  The  water  supply  consists  of  water  from  Lake 
Vyrnwy  and  the  River  Dee. 

The  following  tests  were  made  by  the  Health  Department:  8 
samples  of  Vyrnwy  water  and  9  samples  of  Dee  water. 

The  Runcorn  and  District  Water  Board  took  the  following  samples: 
8  samples  of  Vyrnwy  water  and  13  samples  of  Dee  water. 

The  Report  of  the  Analyst  is:  The  condition  of  the  water  is 
satisfactory. 

(ii)  Ministry  of  Health  Circular  4/51  requires  the  following 
information  regarding  water  supplies  in  the  area: — 

(i)  Whether  the  water  of  the  area  and  of  its  several  parts  has  been 
satisfactory. 

(a)  In  quality  ....  ....  ....  ....  Yes 

(b)  In  quantity  ....  ....  ....  ....  Yes 

(ii)  Where  there  is  a  piped  supply  whether  bacteriological  examina¬ 
tions  were  made  of  (i)  the  raw  water  and  (ii)  where  treatment 
is  installed,  of  water  going  into  supply;  if  so 

(a)  How  many  ?  Yes  (i)  0  (ii)  28; 

(b)  The  result  obtained.  Number  of  coliform  organisms  per 

100  mis.  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  Satisfactory 

(c)  The  results  of  any  chemical  analysis  ....  ....  Satisfactory 

(iii)  Where  the  waters  are  liable  to  have  plumbo  solvent  action  the 
facts  as  to  contamination  by  lead,  including  precautions  taken  and 
number  and  results  of  analyses : — 

Report  of  the  Analyst  does  not  indicate  plumbo  solvent  action 
in  any  of  the  testings  made. 

(iv)  Action  in  respect  of  any  form  of  contamination — None. 

(v)  Particulars  of  the  numbers  of  dwelling  houses  and  the  number 
of  the  population  supplied  from  public  water  mains : — 

Houses  Population 

(a)  Direct  to  the  houses  ....  ....  ....  9,167  27,720 

(b)  By  means  of  stand  pipes  ....  ....  ....  Nil  Nil 

2.  Drainage  and  Sewage.  I  have  again  to  draw  attention  to  the 
unsatisfactory  method  of  discharge  of  untreated  sewage  into  the  River 
Mersey.  With  the  advent  of  the  New  Town  the  Council  should  consider 
the  future  design  and  layout  of  a  new  sewerage  system  to  fall  in  line 
with  the  sewerage  scheme  for  the  New  Town.  Progress  has  been  made 
and  the  Council  has  agreed  to  pay  a  proportion  of  the  cost  of  a  length  of 
a  trunk  sewer  serving  the  sewerage  of  a  part  of  the  district  and  that  of  the 
Runcorn  Development  Corporation’s  in  connection  with  its  proposed 
industrial  estate  and  which  is  to  connect  with  the  new  proposed 
sewerage  works. 
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3.  Public  Cleansing.  A  weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  maintained 
throughout  the  year  except  for  periods  in  the  winter  months  when,  due 
to  shortage  of  labour  and  sickness,  the  collections  on  occasions  fell 
behind.  Recruitment  of  suitable  labour  is  still  the  main  problem  and 
with  the  high  incidence  of  absenteeism  and  sickness  the  problem  of 
maintaining  a  regular  collection  is  constant.  Experiments  with  paper 
sacks  have  been  largely  successful  and  experience  of  the  capacity  and 
type  of  sack,  type  of  holders,  damage  to  sacks  etc.  has  been  acquired. 
With  difficulty  likely  to  be  experienced  in  the  future  with  labour  the 
paper  sack  system  of  refuse  collection  appears  to  be  the  most  satis¬ 
factory  system  for  the  future.  Although  the  operating  costs  are  higher, 
the  paper  sack  is  more  hygienic  than  the  normal  dustbin  and  make  the 
task  of  the  refuse  collector  easier  and  cleaner.  Trials  with  the  paper  sack 
system  are  continuing  and  arrangements  are  being  made  for  new 
Council  houses  to  be  equipped  with  this  system  and  extended  if 
successful  on  a  bigger  scale. 

The  Castle  Rise  Tip  still  presents  the  difficulties  of  access  in 
winter  and  fly  nuisance  in  summer  and  continual  attention  has  to  be 
given  to  these  problems  throughout  the  year. 


4.  Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

Inspections  made  for  all  purposes 
Nuisances  dealt  with 
Notices  served  (informal) 


4,769 

145 

81 


Public  Health  Act,  1936 — Record  of  Nuisances,  1966 

Number  of  complaints  in  respect  of  dwellings  .  ....  ....  185 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  served  (embracing  145 

nuisances)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  81 

Number  of  Preliminary  Notices  complied  with  without 

resorting  to  Statutory  Notices  (embracing  57  nuisances)  ....  47 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  as  authorised  by  the 

Council  (embracing  108  nuisances)  ....  ....  ....  ....  68 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  (embracing  77 
nuisances)  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  54 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  outstanding  from  1965  complied 
with  in  1966  (embracing  24  nuisances)....  ....  ....  ....  16 

Number  of  Legal  Proceedings  instituted  for  failure  to  comply 

with  Statutory  Notice  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  1 

Number  of  Statutory  Notices  complied  with  by  Runcorn  Urban 

District  Council  in  default  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  19 


Rent  Act,  1957— Record  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 

During  1966  there  were  no  applications  for  a  Certificate  of  Dis¬ 
repair  nor  any  applications  for  cancellation  of  Certificates  of  Disrepair 
from  landlords. 
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Summary  of  Visits  and  Inspections 


Food  Premises: 

Bakehouses  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Cafes,  Canteens  and  Restaurants  ....  28 

Food  shops  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 

Food  factories  ....  ....  ....  ....  29 

Food  vehicles  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Licensed  Premises  ....  ....  ....  6 

Public  Market  ....  ....  ....  ....  70 

Unsound  Food  ....  ....  ....  ....  38 

Other  Visits: 

Animal  Boarding  Establishments  ....  3 

Atmospheric  Pollution — Smoke  Nuis¬ 
ance  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  64 

Smoke  Control  Areas  ....  ....  ....  665 

Canal  Boats  ....  ....  ....  ....  5 

Caravans  ....  ....  ....  ....  4 

Complaints  ....  ....  ....  ....  183 

Demolition — Unfit  Property  ....  ....  25 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations  ....  119 

Drainage  ....  ....  ....  ....  227 

Factories  and  Workplaces  ....  ....  8 

Hairdressers  ....  ....  ....  ....  9 

House  Inspections  and  Enquiries  ....  454 

Housing — Improvement  Grants  ....  27 

Housing — Rent  Act  ....  ....  ....  — 

Infectious  Disease  Enquiries  ....  ....  5 

Interviews  ....  ....  ....  ....  183 

Miscellaneous  Visits  ....  ....  ....  836 

Music  Hall  and  Theatres  ....  ....  33 

Nuisance  Abatement  ....  ....  ....  106 

Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  ....  117 

Pet  Shops  ....  ....  J...  ....  2 

Petroleum  Acts  ....  ....  ....  26 

Piggeries  ....  ....  ....  ....  8 

Public  Baths  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 

Public  Conveniences  ....  ....  ....  228 

Scrap  Metal  Dealers  ....  ....  ....  4 

Refuse  Removal  and  Disposal  ....  788 

Riding  Establishments  ....  ....  ....  11 

Rodent  Control  ....  ....  ....  ....  229 

Waste  Land  ....  ....  ....  ....  43 

Water  Supply  ....  ....  ....  ....  20 

Sampling: 

Water  (Domestic)  ....  ....  ....  17 

Water  (Baths)  ....  ....  ....  ....  18 

Ice  Cream  and  Lollies  ....  ....  69 


Total  .  4,769 
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5.  Atmospheric  Pollution,  Measurement  of  Air  Pollution 

The  amount  of  smoke  and  sulphur  dioxide  in  the  air  in  Runcorn 
is  measured  continually  and  calculated  daily  by  the  staff.  The  informa¬ 
tion  obtained  is  sent  to  the  Ministry  of  Technology,  Warren  Spring 
Laboratory  at  Stevenage  where  national  levels  of  pollution  are  collated. 


The  Department  maintains  two  stations  for  the  continuous 
measurement  of  air  pollution  as  follows: — 

(a)  Town  Hall — situated  in  a  smoke  control  area; 

(b)  Public  Library,  Egerton  Street — predominantly  residential  with 
high-density  terraced  housing. 

The  tables  below  show  the  average  monthly  readings  from  the  two 
stations  for  1965  and  1966. 


Amount  of  Smoke  and  Sulphur  Dioxide  Measured  by 
the  Combined  Apparatus 


Month 

Smoke 

{Expressed  in 

Sulphur  Dioxide 

microgrammes  per  cubic  metre) 
Daily  Average 

Town 

Hall 

Public 

Library 

Town 

Hall 

Public 

Library 

1965 

1966 

1965 

1966 

1965 

1966 

1965 

1966 

January 

202 

125 

287 

382 

238 

259 

322 

339 

February  .... 

248 

65 

337 

229 

269 

129 

364 

217 

March 

108 

69 

276 

220 

136 

217 

284 

186 

April 

78 

51 

201 

153 

128 

105 

200 

175 

May 

67 

37 

150 

113 

107 

88 

152 

138 

June  . 

53 

27 

256 

63 

124 

74 

396 

120 

July  . 

51 

30 

143 

63 

95 

82 

262 

115 

August 

58 

36 

211 

78 

100 

87 

273 

132 

September 

76 

68 

185 

163 

88 

113 

148 

183 

October 

112 

102 

273 

238 

115 

173 

227 

263 

November  .  . 

203 

109 

331 

265 

166 

225 

304 

304 

December 

117 

76 

321 

245 

154 

131 

250 

213 

Average 

114 

66 

247 

184 

143 

140 

265 

198 

The  above  results  show  two  clear  pictures,  (a)  that  smoke  and 
sulphur  readings  are  much  higher  at  the  Public  Library  which  is 
situated  in  an  area  of  high  density  housing  compared  with  the  Town 
Hall  and  ( b )  that  figures  for  smoke  and  sulphur  are  higher  at  both 
stations  in  the  winter  months  when  more  domestic  fires  are  burning. 
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Clean  Air  Act,  1956—Smoke  Control  Areas 

The  No.  3  Smoke  Control  Area  was  confirmed  on  the  4th  July, 
1966  and  the  conversion  of  fireplaces  in  this  area  was  put  in  hand  during 
the  year.  When  this  area  becomes  operative  on  1st  October  1967  a  total 
of  approximately  3,470  premises  covering  991  acres  will  be  covered  by 
smoke  control  areas,  i.e.  approximately  37  per  cent  of  the  total  homes  in 
the  town.  Although  this  is  reasonable  progress,  in  this  vital  public 
health  measure  for  clean  air  greater  progress  needs  to  be  made  and  the 
programme  for  smoke  control  areas  stepped  up. 

It  is  the  Department’s  experience  that  most  people  now  welcome 
smoke  control  and  an  increasing  number  of  owners  are  converting  their 
coal-burning  appliances  to  other  types  of  smokeless  fuel  appliances  in 
advance  of  smoke  control  areas.  Present  legislation  does  not  allow  these 
owners  to  claim  the  statutory  grant  which  seems  to  be  an  unfair  penalty 
to  good  citizens. 

6.  Public  Swimming  Baths 

The  Urban  District  Council  maintains  a  Public  Swimming  Bath 
which  is  supplied  with  water  from  the  Town’s  mains  and  passed  through 
a  filtration  plant  charged  with  chlorine.  It  is  tested  for  its  purity  and 
chlorine  content  periodically  during  the  season,  and  its  physical 
characteristics  are  satisfactory.  Daily  checks  are  made  for  chlorine 
content  by  the  Baths  Superintendent. 

Four  chemical  and  fourteen  bacteriological  samples  of  Bath’s 
water  were  submitted  for  analysis  and  the  Analyst  reported  on  all 
samples  that:  “The  condition  of  the  bath  is  satisfactory”  with  the 
exception  of  one  sample  of  outlet  water  which  was  reported  unsatis¬ 
factory. 

7.  Eradication  of  Vermin 

The  following  particulars  are  given  of  action  taken  for  the  eradi¬ 
cation  of  vermin: — 


Infested  and  Disinfested 


No.  of 
Council 
Houses 

No.  of 
other 
Houses 

No.  of 
business 
premises 

No.  of 
Schools 

Cockroaches  .... 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Ants 

8 

— 

— 

1 

Bed  Bugs 

1 

2 

— 

• — - 

Mites  .... 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Silverfish 

1 

1 

• — 

— 

Fleas  .... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

Total 

12 

6 

3 

2 

13 


8.  Rodent  Control 

The  rodent  operative  dealt  with  283  complaints  of  rodent  infesta¬ 
tion.  Domestic  premises  are  treated  free  of  charge  but  a  charge  is  made 
for  trade  premises  and  land.  Some  firms  enter  into  a  yearly  contract  for 
regular  inspection  and  servicing  of  their  premises.  In  all,  2,166  visits  and 
re-visits  were  made  by  the  rodent  operator. 

The  annual  sewer  treatment  was  carried  out  in  July  on  the  man¬ 
holes  in  the  town.  Manholes  showing  evidence  of  “takes”  were  given 
further  treatment  and  a  follow-up  treatment  was  carried  out  in  August 
with  the  use  of  sodium  fluoroacetamide. 
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SECTION  C 


1.  HOUSING 


Number  of  inhabited  houses  in  the  Urban  District,  31st  Dec., 
1966  . 

Density  of  houses  (number  of  houses  per  acre) 

Number  of  houses  (new)  erected  during  1966 

Dwellings  42  | 

(a)  By  Local  Authority  Flats  44  >.... 

Old  peoples’  flatlets  38 

(b)  by  other  bodies  or  persons 
Number  of  houses  owned  by  Local  Authority: 


9,167 

2.93 

124 

4 


Permanent  .  .  ....  ....  ....  2,664 

Prefab .  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  52 

General  Fund  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  ....  12 


2.  Unfit  Houses  Clearance  Programme— Housing  Act,  1957 

During  the  year  28  families,  comprising  80  persons  were  rehoused 
by  the  Council  from  property  dealt  with  as  unfit,  another  5  families, 
comprising  14  persons  rehoused  themselves  privately  from  such 
property.  Sixteen  houses  were  demolished  and  three  closed  during  the 
year. 


Orders  were  made  during  the  year  in  respect  of  53  unfit  houses 
which  were  dealt  with  in  the  following  manner : 


(a) 

By  compulsory  purchase  orders  .... 

.  16 

(b) 

By  clearance  orders 

.  10 

(c) 

Individual  unfit  houses 

.  27 

Confirmation  was  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year  from  the  Ministry 
in  respect  of  16  houses  included  in  a  Compulsory  Purchase  Order  and 
of  the  10  houses  included  in  a  Clearance  Order. 

The  number  of  housing  inspections  carried  out  in  the  year  was  299. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  unfit  houses  dealt  with 
since  the  coming  into  operation  of  the  Council’s  Clearance  Programme 
of  unfit  houses. 
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Year 

No.  of  houses 
represented 
to  the  Council 

No.  of  houses 
demolished 
or  closed 

No.  of 

(a)  families,  ( b )  persons 
rehoused 

by  Local  Authority 

1956 

110 

9 

9 

29 

1957 

117 

21 

85 

240 

1958 

31 

141 

82 

202 

1959 

159 

75 

27 

79 

1960 

62 

46 

113 

329 

1961 

3 

125 

72 

195 

1962 

46 

43 

15 

48 

1963 

47 

44 

43 

146 

1964 

34 

36 

25 

71 

1965 

22 

32 

24 

78 

1966 

53 

19 

28 

80 

Total 

684 

591 

523 

1,497 

3.  Improvement  of  Houses 

During  the  year  27  Standard  Grants  and  1  Discretionary  Grant 
have  been  made  to  owners  for  the  improvement  of  houses  by  the  pro¬ 
vision  of  amenities  to  structurally  sound  houses.  The  amount  paid  by 
the  Council  in  grants  was  £2,991. 
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SECTION  D 


Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food 


1.  (a)  Milk  Supply 

There  are  two  dairy  farms  in  the  area  of  the  Urban  District,  both 
of  which  are  registered  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and 
Food. 

One  dairy  in  the  area  is  licensed  for  the  Pasteurisation  of  milk 
by  the  High  Temperature  Short  Time  System. 


(b)  Milk  Sampling 

The  following  table  indicates  the  Reports  of  the  Analyst  of  samples 
taken  by  the  County  Council  in  the  Urban  District  during  the  year 
1966. 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

Appropriate 

Tests 

No.  of  Samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Sterilised... 

33 

Turbidity 

33 

— 

Pasteurised 

51 

Phosphatase 

51 

— 

Methylene  Blue 

45 

3 

Raw 

19 

Methylene  Blue 

16 

2 

In  three  samples  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  two  samples  of  raw  milk 
Atmospheric  Shade  Temperature  was  exceeded  and  therefore  the 
Methylene  Blue  Test  was  void. 


2.  Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1960 

All  dealers’  licenses  under  the  above  Regulations  are  issued  by  the 
Cheshire  County  Council,  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the 
area. 
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3.  Ice  Cream  Samples 


Forty-three  samples  of  ice  cream,  fourteen  samples  of  ice-cream 
mix  and  twelve  samples  of  ice  lollies  were  submitted  to  the  Analyst  for 
report;  and  the  table  herewith  gives  the  results  of  the  same: 


Type  of  Sample 

No.  of 
Samples 

1 

GRADES 

2  3 

4 

Ice  Cream 

43 

36 

4  3 

— 

Ice  Cream  Mix 

14 

12 

1  1 

— 

Ice  Lollies 

12 

12 

-  _ 

— 

Subsequent  samples  of  the  Grade  3  Ice  Cream  and  Mix  proved 
to  be  satisfactory. 

There  are  71  premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream  and  1 
for  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 
1.  (a)  Food  Premises  in  the  Area 


Type 

No.  in  area 

No.  registered  under 

Sect.  16  F  and  D  Act ,  1955 

Grocery  and  General  Stores 

76 

1 

Greengrocery 

18 

— 

Butchers,  Cooked  Meats 

24 

14 

Fish  &  Chips 

14 

14 

Wet  Fish 

10 

— 

Cafes,  Canteens 

20 

— 

Licensed  &  Off- Licensed 

Premises  &  Clubs 

50 

— 

Bakers  &  Confectioners 

14 

— 

Sweets 

20 

— 

Food  Factories 

2 

— 

Total 

248 

29 
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(b)  Inspection  of  Food  Premises 


183  visits  and  inspections  have  been  made  to  food  premises  and 
6  notices  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  served  in  respect  of 
re-decoration  of  premises,  provision  of  hand-washing  facilities,  renewal 
of  worn  equipment,  structural  repairs,  protection  of  open  food  and 
provision  of  First  Aid  Materials. 


No  prosecutions  were  instituted  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regu¬ 
lations. 


(c)  Unsound  Food 

The  undermentioned  articles  of  food  were  found  to  be  unfit  for 
human  consumption  and  surrendered: 

106  lbs. 

12  lbs. 
320  lbs. 

2  lbs. 
123  lbs. 
5  lbs. 


Meat  at  Retail  Shops 

Cooked  Meat  and  Meat  Products 

Canned  Meats  . . 

Fish  . 

Fruit  and  Vegetables . 

Other  Foods  .... 


2.  Adulteration,  etc.-— Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

I  am  indebted  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  for  the  following  report  of  the  work  carried  out  by  his  depart¬ 
ment  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act 
during  the  year  1966. 
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List  of  Samples  obtained  in  the  Runcorn  Urban  District  during 
the  year  ended  31st  December,  1966 


Name  of  Sample  Number  obtained 

Number  adulterated  or 
not  of  the  recognised 
standard  of  quality 

Ale,  Brown  . 

1 

— 

Ale,  Pale  . 

1 

— 

Apples  . 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder 

1 

— 

Beef,  Potted  with  butter 

1 

Biscuits . 

1 

— 

Bread  . 

1 

1 

Bread,  Wheatmeal  . 

1 

— 

Bread,  Wholemeal  . 

1 

■ — 

Brandy  . 

2 

— 

Butter . 

1 

— 

Buttered  Mints  . 

1 

— 

Cabbage  . 

1 

— 

Cake  . 

1 

— 

Carbolic  Acid  Lotion 

1 

— 

Carrots  . 

1 

— 

Chloromycetin  Ear  Drops 

1 

— 

Chocolate  Pudding,  Strained 

Baby  Food 

1 

Cider  . 

2 

— 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  .... 

1 

— 

Coffee,  Instant 

1 

— 

Cream,  Double  Devon 

1 

— 

Dripping  . . 

1 

— 

Fish  Cakes  . 

1 

— 

Fish  Fingers  ....  . 

1 

— 

Fish  Paste,  Sardine  &  Tomato 

1 

— 

Flavouring  Essence,  Almond 

1 

— 

Gooseberries,  Bottled 

1 

— 

Hake  . 

1 

Ham  Tivoli  . 

1 

1 

Ice  Cream  . 

1 

— 

Ice  Lolly  . 

4 

— 

Jam,  Strawberry  . 

1 

— 

Jellies,  Table . 

1 

— 

Kipper  Fillets . 

1 

— 
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Lard 

Lemon  Curd 
Lettuce 
Margarine 
Marmalade 

Milk  . 

Mustard 

Oranges 

Orange,  Sandwich  Mix 
Rum 

Salt,  Iodised  Table 
Sausage,  Pork  .... 

Soup,  Beef 
Suet,  Shredded  Beef 
Sugar,  Demerara 
Tomato  Ketchup 
Treacle,  Black 
Vinegar,  Pure  Malt  ... 
Whisky 


1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

99  1 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

4  1 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 

1  — 


160  4 


Particulars  of  Samples  not  up  to  Standard 


No.  Sample 


Result  of  Analysis 


Remarks 


1  Milk  Deficient  in  fat  to  the  extent  of  Producer 

(untreated)  3.3%  and  deficient  in  solids-not-  cautioned, 
fat  to  the  extent  of  1.1%. 


2.  Pork 
Sausages 

3.  Ham  tivoli 


130  p.p.m.  of  undeclared  sulphur  Seller  cautioned, 
dioxide. 

Contained  fly.  Tests  applied  to  Manufacturer 
determine  whether  fly  subjected  cautioned, 
to  heat  treatment — inconclusive. 


4.  Bread 


Grossly  contaminated  with  for¬ 
eign  matter  consisting  of  vege¬ 
table  fibres  (including  cotton 
fibres) — paper  board. 


Bakers  fined  .£20 
and  £3  18s.  costs. 
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Particulars  of  food  complaints  from  private  purchasers 


No.  From 


Nature 


Remarks 


1.  Householder  Cigarette  end  in  bread. 

2.  C.C.C.  Hairpin  in  school  milk. 

School 

3.  Householder  Piece  of  string  in  cake. 


No  action. 
Manufacturing 
Co.  Liquidated. 

Bottlers  cautioned. 


Manufacturers 

cautioned. 


4.  C.C.C.  Dirty  milk  bottle. 
School 


5.  Householder  Ham  Tivoli  containing  fly 


Handed  over  to 
Runcorn  U.D.C. 
Public  Health 
Department. 

Manufacturers 

cautioned. 


6.  Householder  Bread  containing  foreign  matter. 


Bakers  prosecuted. 
Fined  £20  and 
£3  18s.  costs. 


7.  Householder  Loaf  of  bread  containing  insect. 


Bakers  prosecuted. 
Fined  £5. 
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SECTION  E 


1.  Offices,  Shops  &  Railway  Premises  Act,  1963 

During  the  year  the  initial  inspections  of  premises  registered  under 
the  Act  were  continued.  41  premises  received  an  initial  inspection  during 
the  year  and  a  total  of  117  visits  were  made  to  registered  premises. 


The  condition  generally  of  the  premises  inspected  was  good  and 
only  a  very  few  were  in  a  bad  condition. 


Notices  in  respect  of  154  contraventions  of  the  Act  were  served 
on  the  occupiers  of  34  premises.  The  largest  number  of  contraventions 
were  found  to  be  concerned  with  sanitary  conveniences,  temperature, 
first  aid  provisions  and  washing  facilities. 


During  the  year  11  accidents  were  reported,  fortunately  none  of 
them  fatal. 


2.  Premises  Registered  and  Inspections  Made 


Class  of  Premises 

Number  of 
Premises 
Registered 
during  the 
year 

Total  number 
of  registered 
Premises  at 
end  of  year 

Number  of 
registered 
premises  re¬ 
ceiving  a 
general 
inspection 
during  the 
year 

Offices 

8 

74 

29 

Retail  Shops 

11 

180 

38 

Wholesale  Shops,  Warehouses 

0 

4 

0 

Catering  Establishments  open 
to  the  public,  Canteens 

1 

26 

12 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

0 

3 

1 

Total 

20 

287 

80 

23 


3.  Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by 
Workplace 


Class  of  Workplace 

Number  of  persons  employed 

Offices 

2,877 

Retail  Shops 

678 

Wholesale  Departments  and  Warehouses 

23 

Catering  Establishments 

133 

Canteens 

94 

Fuel  Storage  Depots 

6 

Total 

3,811 

Total  Males 

2,335 

Total  Females 

1,476 

4.  Analysis  on  Contraventions 


Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Number  of  Contraventions 
found 

Cleanliness 

6 

Eating  Facilities 

0 

Overcrowding 

2 

Floors,  passages  &  stairs 

13 

Temperature 

25 

Fencing  exposed  parts 

Ventilation 

6 

machinery 

2 

Lighting 

9 

Protection  of  young  per- 

Sanitary  Conveniences 

31 

sons  from  dangerous 

Washing  Facilities 

10 

machinery 

0 

Supply  of  Drinking  Water 

0 

Training  of  young  perons 

Clothing  Accommodation 

4 

working  at  dangerous 

Prohibition  of  heavy  work 

0 

machinery 

0 

Sitting  Facilities 

0 

First  Aid  General  Pro- 

Seats  (Sedentary  Workers) 

0 

visions 

23 

Total  number  of  Contraventions  131 


5.  Exemptions 

There  were  no  applications  from  occupiers  for  exemption  of 
premises  in  respect  of  the  space,  temperature,  sanitary  convenience 
or  washing  facilities  requirements. 
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SECTION  F 


Deaths,  Infectious  and  Other  Diseases,  Statistics 
1.  CANCER  DEATHS 

During  the  year  there  were  69  deaths  recorded  from  cancer  as 
compared  with  49  in  1965. 


Details  of  Cancer  deaths  over  the  past  Five  years. 


Year 

Site 

Age  Groups  in  Years 

75 

and 

over 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

popu¬ 

lation 

Total 

all 

ages 

1-14 

15-44 

45-64 

65-74 

M 

F 

1962 

Stomach 

— 

— 

3 

3 

2 

- 

4 

4 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

5 

5 

1 

>-2.14 

11 

— 

Other  Sites 

— 

4 

14 

10 

10 

15 

23 

1963 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

2 

3 

2 

5 

2 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

7 

4 

— ■ 

S2.00 

11 

— 

Other  Sites 

— 

1 

17 

12 

6 

J 

18 

18 

1964 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

3 

5 

2 

7 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

7 

3 

— 

|^1 .77 

7 

3 

Other  Sites 

■ — 

4 

11 

6 

7 

J 

13 

15 

1965 

Stomach 

_ 

_ 

7 

- 

4 

8 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

3 

1 

1 

^1.78 

5 

— 

Other  Sites 

— 

5 

7 

10 

11 

J 

14 

19 

1966 

Stomach 

_ 

1 

4 

4 

1 

7 

3 

Lungs,  Bronchus 

— 

— 

7 

11 

1 

r-2.45 

18 

1 

Other  Sites 

— 

2 

19 

8 

10 

J 

12 

27 

2.  Infectious  and  other  Notifiable  Diseases,  1966 
(Corrected  Notifications) 


Age 

Groups  of 

Cases  Notified 

Disease 

Un- 

1- 

3- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25- 

45- 

65 

Age 

Total 

der 

2 

4 

9 

14 

24 

44 

64 

and 

Unk- 

1 

over 

nown 

Measles  .... 

23 

120 

131 

118 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

394 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

5 

11 

28 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

46 

Dysentery 

— 

1 

1 

Total 

23 

125 

142 

146 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

441 

25 


3.  TUBERCULOSIS 


Table  indicating  Notifications  and  Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  over 
the  last  ten  years. 


Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1957 

3 

5 

8 

1958 

5 

— 

5 

1 

1 

2 

1959 

7 

3 

10 

1 

— 

1 

1960 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

1 

1961 

3 

6 

9 

1 

— 

1 

1962 

7 

2 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1963 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1964 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

1965 

3 

3 

6 

1 

— 

1 

1966 

3 

3 

Number  of  cases  removed  from  the  Register  during  1966 


Reason  for  Removal 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pidmonary 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

Recovered 

3 

1 

Left  District  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Died  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

3 

1 

— 

— 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1966 


Causes  of  Deaths 


Males  Females 


1.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory  .... 

2.  Tuberculosis,  other 

3.  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria  .... 

5.  Whooping  Cough  .... 

6.  Meningococcal  Infections  .... 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

11.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

13.  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasm 

15.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina  .... 

19.  Hypertension  with  heart  disease  .... 

20.  Other  heart  disease  .... 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease  .... 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia  .... 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  .... 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostrate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations  .... 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

33.  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents  .... 

35.  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


Total 


1 


7 

18 


12 

1 

13 

43 

6 

9 

8 

4 

6 

17 

2 

1 

2 

1 


3 

1 

10 

4 
13 

1 

2 

28 

25 

8 

11 

11 

2 

3 

1 

1 


1 


8 

3 


2 

6 

4 

1 


161  139 


Comparability  Factors:  Births  0.98  Deaths  1.29. 
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Annex  attached  to  report: 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1966  FOR  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT 
OF  RUNCORN  IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  CHESHIRE 


Prescribed  particulars  on  the  Administration  of  the  Factories  Act, 
1961. 
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PART  I  OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  the  purpose  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

1.  Factories  in  which  Sections  1, 

2,  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced 
by  Local  Authorities  .... 

6 

. 

____ _ 

. 

2.  Factories  not  included  in  (1) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

79 

16 

O 

L. 

. 

3.  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  out¬ 
workers’  premises) 

2 

2 

Total 

37 

18 

2 

— 

2.  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found.  (If  defects  are  discovered  at  the 
premises  on  two,  three  or  more  separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned 
as  two,  three  or  more  “cases”). 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
defects  were  found 

Number 
of  cases 
in  which 
prosecu¬ 
tions  were 
instituted 
(6) 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Referred 

(1) 

(2) 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

(4) 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

(5) 

Want  of  cleaniness  (S.l) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

— - 

Unreasonable  temp’ature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4).... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffect,  drainage,  floors  (S.6) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences:  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offences 

relating  to  Out-work) 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

Total 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 
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PART  VIII  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 


(Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

of 

outworkers 

cases  of 

prosecutions 

instances  of 

Work 

in  August 

default  in 

for  failure 

work  in 

Notices 

Prose- 

list  required 

sending  lists 

to  supply 

unwholesome 

Served 

cutions 

by  Section 

to  the 

lists 

premises 

133(l)(c) 

Council 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Wearing 

apparel  \Washin“ 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

Household  linen 

Lace,  lace  curtains  and 

1  '  1 

— — 

' - 

— 

* - 

nets  .... 

Curtains  and  furniture 

r  '  ' 

— 

■ - 

— 

'' r  " 

hangings 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Furniture  and  upholstery 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Electro-plate 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

File  making 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brass  and  brass  articles 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Fur  pulling 

Iron  and  steel  cables  and 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

chains 

Iron  and  steel  anchors 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

and  grapnels 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cart  gear 

— 

— 

• - 

— 

— 

* - 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire 

— — 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

nets  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Tents 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

. - 

Sacks 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ - 

Paper  bags 

The  making  of  boxes  or 

' 

— 

— 

— 

* - 

— 

other  receptacles  or 
parts  thereof  made 
wholly  or  partially  of 

paper 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Brush  making  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

"  ; 

— 

Pea  picking 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Feather  sorting 

Carding  etc.  of  buttons 

_ 

■ 

— 

’ - 

etc . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stuffed  toys 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Basket  making  .... 
Chocolates  and  sweet- 

— 

— 

— 

meats 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Cosaques,  Christmas 

stockings  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Textile  weaving 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ — 

Lampshades 

“ 

” 

T  otal 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

30 
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CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
RUNCORN  DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE 

ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE 
DIVISIONAL  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1966 

INTRODUCTION 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Runcorn  Divisional  Health  Committee: 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  work  of  all  sections  continues  to  grow.  The  clinic  centres  show 
increased  numbers  of  children  attending  and  with  the  increased  num¬ 
bers  of  children  in  the  1 — 5  years  age  group,  the  emphasis  on  these 
centres  is  shifting  to  the  study  of  the  development  of  children  with  a 
view  to  the  prevention  or  early  detection  of  physical  and  mental 
handicaps.  Where  these  handicaps  cannot  be  prevented,  early  detection 
means  that  remedial  treatment  can  begin  early,  when  the  greatest 
possible  benefits  can  be  gained. 

Immunisation  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough,  Tetanus  and 
Poliomyelitis  continue  to  be  widely  accepted,  and  these  particular 
dangers  to  child  health  remain  well  under  control. 

The  Domestic  Help  Service  is  still  growing,  and  the  appointment  of 
a  further  part-time  Organiser  late  in  the  year,  will  mean  more  effective 
supervision  and  consequently  more  efficient  use  of  available  staff.  One 
of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  this  Service  is  the  shortage  of  suitable 
domestic  helps. 

The  Chiropody  Service  shows  the  familiar  pattern  of  increasing 
demand.  This  is  a  particularly  useful  way  of  keeping  elderly  people 
mobile,  which,  in  turn,  reduces  their  need  of  other  medical  and  social 
services. 

The  year  saw  the  beginning  of  the  Cervical  Cytology  Clinics  which 
are  held  twice  monthly  in  Grappenhall  and  Thorn  Road  Clinic  Centres. 
For  the  convenience  of  the  public,  two  of  these  clinics  are  held  in  the 
evening,  and  I  am  very  grateful  to  the  clerical  and  nursing  staff  of  the 
Division  who  do  this  work  out  of  usual  hours. 
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I  remain  indebted  to  the  voluntary  organisations  in  their  fields  of 
endeavour,  particularly — 

(a)  The  Old  Peoples’  Welfare  Services  and  the  “Meals  on 
Wheels.” 

(b)  The  helpers  at  the  Handicapped  Persons’  Clubs  at  Grappen- 
hall  and  Frodsham; 

(c)  The  helpers  who  sell  baby  foods  at  Grappenhall,  Helsby  and 
Stockton  Heath. 

Without  their  help,  our  job  would  be  more  difficult.  It  is  gratifying 
that  these  V oluntary  Services  continue — manned  for  the  most  part,  by  a 
relatively  small  number  of  people  prepared  to  shoulder  the  burden. 

The  Chairman  and  members  of  the  Committee  have  helped  me 
throughout  the  year  and  I  am  very  grateful. 

I  also  appreciate  the  co-operation  of  the  County  Medical  Officer 
and  staff,  the  Clerk  to  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  and  my  own 
divisional  staff. 

I  remain, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  L.  PATTERSON 


Divisional  Health  Office, 
36  Halton  Road, 
RUNCORN 
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SECTION  22 


CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN 

There  are  eight  clinic  centres  in  the  Division,  five  of  which  are  held 
in  County  Council  premises  (Halton  Road,  Runcorn,  Thorn  Road, 
Runcorn,  Frodsham,  Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath)  and  three  are 
held  in  rented  premises. 

The  following  clinic  activities  are  held : 

Frodsham  Clinic  Centre,  Baby  Clinic 

The  Rock  Toddlers 

Ante-natal  (Consultant) 
Mothercraft  and  Health 
Education 
Dental 

Speech  Therapy 
Screening  for  Deafness 
Ophthalmic. 

Baby  Clinic 
Toddlers 

Ante-Natal  (Midwives) 
Mothercraft  and  Health 
Education 
Dental 

Speech  Therapy 
Cervical  Cytology 
Screening  for  Deafness. 

Helsby  Methodist  Church  Hall  Baby  Clinic 

No  other  clinic  activities  are  held  in  Helsby  because  of  the  lack  ot 
suitable  premises.  This  means  that  parents  have  to  travel  to  Frodsham 
with  their  children. 


Grappenhall  Clinic  Centre, 

Springfield  Avenue 


Kingsley  Hurst  Chapel 


Baby  Clinic 


Runcorn  Clinic  Centre, 

Halton  Road 


Baby  Clinic 
Toddlers 

Ante-Natal  (Consultant) 
Speech  Therapy 
Screening  for  Deafness 
Deaf  Teaching 
Ophthalmic 
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Runcorn  Clinic  Centre, 

Thorn  Road 


Baby  Clinic 
Toddlers  Clinic 
Mothercraft  and  Health 
Education 

Screening  for  Deafness 
Speech  Therapy 
Dental 

Cervical  Cytology 
Ophthalmic. 


Stockton  Heath  Clinic  Centre, 

65  Whitefield  Road 


Baby  Clinic 
Toddlers 

Mothercraft  and  Health 
Education 

Ante-natal  (Midwives) 
Screening  for  Deafness 
Speech  Therapy 
Dental 
Ophthalmic. 


Weston  Point  Russel  Road  Hall  Baby  Clinic. 


Also  at: 

(a)  Halton  Road,  Runcorn — The  Chester  Hospital  Management 
Committee  have  a  Hospital  Physiotherapy  Clinic  on  Monday  and 
Thursday  mornings. 

(b)  Family  Planning  (i)  Runcorn  Family  Planning  Committee 
Clinic  at  Thorn  Road  Runcorn,  on  Monday  6.30  p.m.  to  8.0  p.m. 

(ii)  Warrington  and  District  Family  Planning  Committee 
Clinic  at  Grappenhall  Clinic  Centre:  Monday,  2.30  p.m. 
to  3.30  p.m.;  6.30  p.m.  to  7.30  p.m. 


Day  Nursery 

In  Okell  Street — Average  daily  attendance,  32.  There  are  42  on  the 
register,  of  whom  34  are  there  because  of  urgent  medical  or  social 
priority. 

Attendances  at  the  various  clinics  held  at  the  Clinic  Centres  and 
for  the  Day  Nursery  are  given  in  the  following  tables : 
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A.  Mother’s  Clinics: 


New  cases  Total  attendances 


Ante-Natal  ....  ....  ....  382  2,769 

Post-Natal  .  5  8 


B. 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

No.  of 

Dental : 

Inspections 

attendances 

Extractions 

Fillings 

Children  0 — 5  yrs.  123 

Expectant  and 

220 

61 

166 

Nursing  Mothers  25 
Dentures  supplied — 10. 

102 

35 

59 

As  expected,  the  statistics  reflect  the  bias  towards  prevention  of 
defects  and  towards  conservative  treatment. 


c. 

Young  Children’s  Clinics: 

(i) 

Baby  Clinic:  New 

attendances 

Total  Attendances 

To  1  year 

1,158 

9,446 

1  to  2  years 

— 

1,416 

2  to  5  years  .... 

— 

1,191 

(ii) 

Ophthalmic  (under  5) 

54 

159 

D. 

(i)  Clinic  Centres: 

New 

Attendances 

Total  Attendances 

0-1 

0-1 

1-2 

2-5 

Frodsham  .... 

160 

1,031 

154 

92 

Grappenhall 

160 

1,826 

284 

187 

Helsby 

79 

518 

127 

58 

Kingsley 

18 

172 

35 

10 

Runcorn 

313 

2,480 

382 

383 

Runcorn — Grange  N.U . 

172 

1,166 

157 

306 

Stockton  Heath 

198 

1,894 

236 

104 

Weston  Point 

58 

359 

41 

51 

Totals  .... 

1,158 

9,446 

1,416 

1,191 
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D.  (ii)  Ophthalmic 

Frodsham 
Grappenhall  .... 
Runcorn 
Stockton  Heath 


New  attendances  Total  attendances 


Totals 


8 

8 

28 

10 


54 


28 

26 

74 

31 


159 


E.  Ante-Natal  Clinics: 


Post-Natal  Clinics: 


Clinic 

New 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Total 

Attend¬ 

ances 

New 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Total 

Attend¬ 

ances 

Frodsham 

125 

1,600 

5 

5 

Runcorn 

257 

1,169 

— 

3 

Totals 

382 

2,769 

5 

8 

F.  Day  Nursery 


Aged  0 — 2  years 
Aged  2 — 5  years 


Average  No. 

Attending  Total  attendances 

8  1,858 

24  5,661 


Sale  of  Branded  Baby  Foods 

At  Frodsham,  Helsby,  Kingsley,  Runcorn  (Halton  Road)  and 
Runcorn  (Thorn  Road)  and  Weston  Point,  these  sales  are  done  by 
County  Council  staff.  The  sales  increased  from  £2,235  8s.  7d.  to 
£2,531  9s.  3d.  compared  with  1965. 

At  Grappenhall  and  Stockton  Heath  these  foods  continue  to  be 
sold  entirely  by  voluntary  helpers. 

The  sale  of  branded  baby  foods  at  the  Helsby  Clinic  was  taken  over 
from  the  Voluntary  Society  on  5th  November,  1966. 


Distribution  of  Welfare  Foods-— M.O.F. 

Details  of  the  distribution  points  and  commodities  sold  during  the 
year: 
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Centre 

Commodities 

N.D.Milk 
Full  Cream 

Half 

Cream 

Cod  Liver 
Oil 

A.  and  D. 
Capsides 

Orange 

Juice 

Runcorn  .... 

1,744 

57 

225 

401 

2,858 

Appleton 

222 

— 

10 

4 

390 

Frodsham 

829 

48 

135 

270 

2,669 

Grange  N.U., 

Runcorn 

964 

14 

53 

132 

1,021 

Grappenhall 

865 

— 

111 

250 

2,268 

Helsby  .... 

168 

4 

62 

66 

1,226 

Kingsley 

202 

3 

15 

2 

133 

Manlev  .... 

442 

7 

10 

11 

231 

Norley 

668 

13 

21 

20 

201 

Preston  Brook  .... 

410 

— 

4 

— 

402 

Stockton  Heath  .... 

846 

— 

103 

261 

1,961 

Sutton  Weaver  .... 

250 

— 

13 

— 

205 

Thelwall 

32 

— 

2 

8 

67 

Weston  ... 

196 

— 

1 

— 

71 

Weston  Point 

843 

6 

31 

31 

508 

Total  Issues 

8,681 

152 

796 

1,456 

14,211 

Issues  to 
Institutions 

— 

— 

36 

— 

36 

Totals  for 
Division 

8,681 

152 

832 

1,456 

14,247 

These  sales  show  a  drop  from  28,  538  items  in  1965  to  25,368  items 
in  the  current  year.  This  figure  has  been  consistently  falling  each  year. 
The  figure  of  sales  for  1960  was  48,189  items.  This  gives  some  indication 
of  the  falling  demand,  and  no  new  distribution  points  have  been  opened 
this  year. 


Children’s  Co-ordination  Committee 

This  Committee,  of  which  I  am  Chairman  is  convened  by  the 
Area  Children’s  Officer.  Its  members  belong  to  all  the  services  which 
are,  or  could  be,  involved  in  the  care  of  children.  The  main  work  of  the 
Committee  is  with  Problem  Families  and  deprived  children.  It  meets 
six  times  a  year  and  while  it  has  to  deal  with  difficult  problems,  many  of 
which  appear  insoluble,  the  meetings  are  valuable  in  defining  the 
problems,  deciding  which  v/orkers  need  to  visit.  It  ensures  that  these 
families  are  not  visited  by  a  multiplicity  of  workers  and  that  those 
workers  concerned  know  what  each  other  is  doing.  I  hope,  in  the  long 
term,  its  work  will  help  in  improving  child  care  and  in  the  prevention  of 
neglect  and  cruelty. 
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SECTION  23 — MIDWIFERY 


The  Committee  are  responsible  for: 

(1)  Where  necessary,  housing  accommodation  for  midwives,  and 
the  maintenance  of  such  property. 

(2)  Emergency  transport  for  midwives. 

The  only  two  County-owned  midwives  houses  in  this  Division  are : 

(1)  30  Georges  Crescent,  Grappenhall; 

(2)  10  Stanley  Villas,  Runcorn. 

These  were  visited  at  the  Annual  Inspection  and  the  necessary 
repairs  and  alterations  have  been  attended  to. 


SECTION  24 — HEALTH  VISITING 

The  Committee  are  responsible  for  County-owned  houses  for 
Health  Visitors.  There  are  none  in  this  Division. 


SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

The  following  District  Nurses  live  in  County  property: 

Mrs.  J.  M.  Cunningham — Delph  Cottage,  Daresbury 
Mrs.  A.  V.  Burke — 10  Kingsway,  Frodsham 
Miss  A.  B.  Porter — 47  Main  Street,  Hal  ton 
Miss  I.  Belsham — Crabmill  Lane,  Norley 
Mrs.  K.  Newstead — 3  Beverley  Avenue,  Appleton 
Mr.  C.  J.  Cheetham — 8  Cynthia  Road,  Runcorn 

— 19  Clifton  Crescent,  Frodsham 

These  houses  were  inspected  during  the  year. 


SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 

Continued  efforts  are  made  by  Health  Visitors  to  impress  on 
parents  the  need  for  vaccination  and  immunisation  of  children. 

Babies  can  be  immunised  either  at  County  Clinics  or  by  their 
family  doctor,  according  to  parents  wishes. 

Booster  doses  are  offered  to  all  children  at  school  entry  and  again  at 
8  years  of  age. 
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Statistics: 

Vaccination: 


Year 

Clinic 

Centres 

Schools 

Family 

Doctors 

Total 

Primary 

1966 

47 

— 

413 

460 

1965 

40 

— 

390 

430 

Re- Vaccination  .... 

1966 

3 

— 

34 

37 

1965 

— 

— 

34 

34 

Immunisation—] 

Primary 

Clinic 

Family 

Centres 

Schools 

Doctors 

Total 

Triple  (whooping- 

cough) 

1966 

380 

3 

806 

1,189 

(diphtheria/ 

Tetanus) 

1965 

340 

63 

880 

1,283 

Booster  Doses 

1966 

601 

1,389 

445 

2,435 

(Diphtheria/ 

1965 

403 

1,028 

522 

1,953 

Tetanus) 

Poliomyelitis: 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  all  schools  in  the  Division  were  visited 
and  all  the  children  whose  parents  consented  were  given  oral  polio¬ 
myelitis  vaccine.  A  total  of  1,057  children  were  vaccinated. 

The  total  number  of  children  in  the  Division  who  have  been 
vaccinated  against  Poliomyelitis  either  by  oral  or  injected  vaccine 
remains  at  about  94  per  cent. 


SECTION  28 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE 

TUBERCULOSIS 

All  new  cases  are  followed  up  by  the  Health  Visitors  to  see  that 
patients  and  contacts  attend  the  Chest  Clinic  when  necessary. 

Details  of  cases  during  the  period  1st  January  to  31st  December, 
1966,  are  as  follows: 
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Pulmonary 

N bn-Pulmonary 

Total 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

(a)  Totel  number  of  cases 

on  register: — 

1st  January,  1966 

140 

110 

16 

25 

291 

31st  December,  1966  .... 

141 

108 

16 

25 

290 

(b)  Removals  from  register : 

1st  January  to  31st  Dec- 

ember,  1966: 

Died:  .... 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Left  district  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Recovered 

2 

2 

. - 

— 

4 

Lost  sight  of  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

— 

— 

5 

(c)  No.  of  notifications  re- 

ceived  1st  January  to 

31st  December,  1966: 

New  cases 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Transfers 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Restored  to  register  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

— 

- — 

4 

B.C.G.  Vaccination — Is  offered  to  children  in  the  12/13  years  old  age 
group  and  the  parents  of  89  per  cent  of  the  children  agreed. 

The  programme  is  carried  out  in  the  following  Senior  Schools: 

Balfour  Road  County  Secondary  Schools,  Runcorn 
Runcorn  The  Grange  County  Secondary  School 
Helsby  County  Grammar  Schools  (Boys  and  Girls) 

Frodsham  County  Secondary  School 
Kingsley  County  Secondary  School 
Stockton  Heath  County  Secondary  School 
Grappenhall  Hall  Special  School 
Belmont  Hall  College,  Great  Budworth 


Statistics : 


No.  of  consent  forms  issued  ....  ....  ....  845 

No.  of  children  for  whom  consent  received  ....  751 

No.  Mantoux  tested  ....  ....  ....  ....  707 

No.  positive  to  Mantoux  test  ....  .  104 

No.  vaccinated  with  B.C.G.  ....  ....  ....  571 
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All  children  who  are  assessed  clinically  to  have  a  strongly  positive 
Mantoux  re-action  are  x-rayed  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  and  at  the  same  time, 
their  parents  are  invited  for  x-ray  to  try  to  find  the  reason  for  the 
child’s  reaction.  This  is  a  very  useful  way  of  finding  undetected  tuber¬ 
culosis. 


Cervical  Cytology 

The  effort  to  detect  early  cancer  of  the  neck  of  the  womb  began  in 
February,  1966.  At  first  two  evening  clinics  a  month  were  held,  one  at 
Grappenhall  and  one  at  Runcorn.  These  proved  insufficient,  and  were 
doubled  in  June.  These  will  be  doubled  again  in  January  1967,  so  that 
there  will  be  eight  clinics  a  month  between  these  two  centres. 

The  waiting  list  is  270  at  Runcorn  and  220  at  Grappenhall. 

418  ladies  have  had  the  test  and  3  were  found  positive  for  cancer. 
A  further  2  conditions  requiring  treatment  were  discovered. 

The  clinics  are  run  on  an  appointment  system,  which  means  that 
there  is  no  waiting  time  and  the  patient  is  treated  individually  and  with 
privacy.  As  well  as  the  cervical  cancer  test,  an  examination  of  the 
breasts  to  detect  early  breast  cancer  is  offered,  if  the  patient  wishes. 


Health  Education 

This  is  carried  out  in  Mothercraft  Classes.  An  important  new  work 
is  being  done  by  the  Health  Visitors  in  schools  amongst  senior  girls 
particularly,  talks  being  combined  with  practical  work  of  visiting  clinics, 
day  nurseries,  etc.  This  is  being  extended  again  to  take  in  the  Care  of  the 
Elderly. 

Health  Education  is  also  carried  out  by  myself  in  evening  lectures. 


Care  of  the  Aged 

During  the  year  a  beginning  was  made  in  attaching  Health  Visitors 
to  practice  groups  to  co-ordinate  the  care  of  the  elderly.  There  is  also 
very  close  contact  between  the  Area  Welfare  Officers,  the  Housing 
Managers  of  both  authorities  and  myself  about  housing  the  elderly,  and 
between  the  Consultant  Gereatrician  and  myself  about  hospital 
admissions  and  discharge  of  elderly  sick  people. 

The  County  Council  Chiropody  Scheme  for  people  over  65  and  for 
the  handicapped,  treated  759.  There  were  4,200  individual  visits,  of 
which  2,425  were  to  the  Chiropodists’  surgery  and  1,785  at  the  patients’ 
own  home.  Considering  that  the  service  serves  elderly  people,  the 
number  able  to  visit  the  Chiropodists’  Surgeries  is  high. 
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Demand  for  chiropody  has  increased  again  during  the  year,  but  it 
is  of  great  value  in  keeping  elderly  people  able  to  move  about  and 
therefore  to  retain  their  independence. 

Voluntary  services  for  old  People’s  welfare  and  “Meals  on  Wheels” 
have  given  valuable  help  to  the  elderly. 


Nursing  Equipment 

Supplies  of  nursing  equipment  are  held  by  district  nurses  and 
supplemented  by  a  reserve  stock  in  the  Divisional  Office.  Demand 
continues  to  rein  at  a  very  high  level. 


Aids  for  the  Disabled 

Additionally  to  nursing  equipment  and  minor  items  of  equipment 
for  handicapped  people,  the  following  major  items  of  equipment  and 
alterations  to  houses  have  been  agreed  by  the  Committee: 

(1)  Alternating  Pressure  Pad  Unit; 

(2)  Installation  of  rail  and  pulley  system  with  hoist,  from  bed¬ 
room  to  bathroom; 

(3)  Provision  of  handrail  and  ramps; 

(4)  Alterations  to  doors  and  sink  unit  so  that  patient  can  work  in 
kitchen  from  a  wheelchair. 

(5)  Alteration  to  rear  entrance  to  bungalow. 

The  clubs  for  the  handicapped  at  Frodsham  and  Grappenhall  are 
very  successful.  At  Frodsham  there  are  32  members,  and  at  Grappen¬ 
hall,  14  members.  Grappenhall  meets  three  times  a  month  and  Frodsham 
twice  monthly.  As  well  as  social  activities  the  members  do  occupational 
therapy  and  have  outings.  The  Frodsham  Club  went  on  a  special 
Christmas  shopping  evening  to  Liverpool. 

The  transport  and  staff  for  these  clubs  are,  with  the  exception  of 
the  trained  occupational  therapists,  all  volunteers.  They  earn  our 
gratitude  because  without  them  there  would  be  no  clubs.  The  Frod¬ 
sham  Club  is  full  because  there  is  no  more  available  room  in  the  clinic 
centre. 
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SECTION  29— -DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


Statistics : 


No.  of  Home  Confinement  Tuberculosis  Elderly  Other 


Year 

Helps 

Cases 

Cases 

Illnesses 

1965 

86 

66 

2 

258 

49 

1966 

94 

69 

2 

287 

69 

Year 

Total  No.  of 

Total  No.  of 

Cases 

Hours 

1965 

375 

50,207 

1966 

427 

54,116 

No.  of  abortive  visits — 151. 

At  31st  December  1966,  there  were  263  long-term  patients. 

2,949  domiciliary  visits  were  made  during  1966  by  the  Domestic 
Help  Supervisors,  and  25,622  visits  by  domestic  helps. 

During  the  year  the  Committee  considered  all  cases  supplied  with 
the  services  of  a  domestic  help. 

The  above  figures  show  the  continuing  rise  in  demand  upon  this 
service.  In  October  a  part-time  Supervisor  was  appointed,  and  the  work 
has  been  divided  so  that  Mrs.  Walker  is  responsible  for  the  Runcorn 
New  Town  area,  and  Mrs.  Shepherd  for  the  rest  of  the  Rural  area.  The 
arrangements  are  flexible  to  deal  with  day  to  day  fluctuation  in  demand, 
holiday  relief,  etc.  and  to  make  sure  that  each  Supervisor  is  acquainted 
with  the  whole  area.  These  new  arrangements  will  provide  greater 
supervision  and  greater  amount  of  personal  visiting  for  the  patients. 
This  is  important  because  this  is,  above  all,  a  very  personal  service  and 
in  my  view  it  should  be  administered  personally. 
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